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SUBJECT:  TURKEY:  2000  ANNUAL  TERRORISM  REPORT 
REF:  STATE  217248 

(U)  CLASSIFIED  BY  DCM  JAMES  F.  JEFFREY  FOR  REASONS:  1.5 
( B ) AND  ( D ) . 

OVERVIEW 

3.1.  (U)  COMBATTING  TERRORISM  IS  A MAJOR  PRIORITY  IN  TURKEY'S  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  POLICY.  THE  GOT  APPROACHES  THE  WAR  AGAINST  TERRORISTS  WITH  A* 
U.S. -DESIGNATED  TERRORIST  ORGANIZATIONS 

3.2.  (U)  THE  BEST-KNOWN  TRANSNATIONAL  TERRORIST  GROUPS  IN  TURKEY  ARE  THE  KURDISTAN  WORKERS'  PARTY  (PKK)  AND  THE  REVOLUTIONARY  PEOPLE'S  LIBERATIC 
LEFTIST  TERROR  ORGANIZATIONS 

33.  (U)  BEYOND  THE  PKK  AND  DHKP/C,  THERE  ARE  SEVERAL  LEFTIST  AND  ISLAMIST  TERRORIST  GROUPS  OPERATING  IN  TURKEY.  MANY  OF  THESE  GROUPS  ARE  SMALL 
ISLAMIST  TERROR  ORGANIZATIONS 

3.4.  (U)  THE  ACTIVE  ISLAMIST  ORGANIZATIONS  IN  TURKEY  ARE  THE  ISLAMIC  GREAT  EASTERN  RAIDERS'  FRONT  (IBDA/C),  TURKISH  HIZBULLAH,  AND  THE  "JERUSALE 

35.  (U)  THE  CAPITALIZED  TITLES  BELOW  CORRESPOND  TO  REFTEL  QUESTIONS.  WITH  THE  EXCEPTION  OF  THE  "MAJOR  COUNTERTERRORISM  EFFORTS"  SECTION  THAT  IK 

MAJOR  COUNTERTERRORISM  EFFORTS  (E) 

INTERNATIONAL  APPROACH 

36.  (U)  DURING  2000,  THE  GOT  CONTINUED  TO  SUPPORT  EXISTING  INTERNATIONAL  CONVENTIONS,  PROTOCOLS,  AND  AGREEMENTS  ON  TERRORISM.  THE  GOT  IS  A SIGK 
[INFORMATION  FOR  THE  REPORT'S  CLASSIFIED  ANNEX.] 

37.  (C)  ACCORDING  TO  PRESS  REPORTS  THE  GOT  HAS  EXERCISED  ITS  RIGHT  TO  INSPECT  THE  CARGO  OF  IRANIAN  FLIGHTS  TRANSITING  TURKISH  AIRSPACE  EN  ROUTE 
FIGHT  AGAINST  THE  PKK 

38.  (U)  ON  THE  DOMESTIC  FRONT,  THE  TURKISH  ARMED  FORCES  (TSK),  JANDARMA  (A  PARAMILITARY  POLICE  FORCE),  TNP,  AND  VILLAGE  GUARDS  (PARAMILITARY  Gl 

39.  (U)  TURKEY'S  SOUTHEASTERN  EFFORTS  BORE  FRUIT  IN  THE  WAKE  OF  OCALAN ' S 1999  CAPTURE.  A MEASURE  OF  TURKEY'S  SUCCESS  WAS  A STEEP  DECREASE  IN  PE 

3.10.  (U)  IN  ADDITION  TO  CONDUCTING  COUNTERINSURGENCY  OPERATIONS,  THE  GOT  CONTINUES  ITS  ATTEMPTS  TO  ADDRESS  ECONOMIC  DISPARITIES  IN  SOUTHEASTER* 
[INFORMATION  FOR  THE  REPORT'S  CLASSIFIED  ANNEX.] 

3.11.  (C)  DESPITE  TURKEY'S  MILITARY  SUCCESS  AGAINST  KURDISH  TERRORISM,  THE  PKK ' S RELUCTANCE  TO  CHALLENGE  THE  GOT  STEMS,  TO  SOME  EXTENT,  FROM  ITS 
ON-GOING  SUPPRESSION  OF  DHKP/C 

3.12.  (U)  DURING  2000,  TURKISH  SECURITY  FORCES  CONTINUED  THEIR  ON-GOING  AND  EFFECTIVE  CAMPAIGN  TO  DISRUPT  THE  DHKP/C  THROUGH  RAIDS  AND  ARRESTS. 
MAJOR  PUSH  AGAINST  HIZBULLAH 

3.13.  (U)  TURKISH  HIZBULLAH  (HIZBULLAH),  WHICH  WAS  FOUNDED  IN  THE  1980S  IN  SOUTHEAST  TURKEY,  IS  A SUNNI-ISLAM  KURDISH  GROUP  NOT  RELATED  TO  LEBA* 

3.14.  (U)  OVER  THE  COURSE  OF  1999,  HIZBULLAH  INCREASED  ITS  OPERATIONS  IN  ISTANBUL,  WHERE  THE  DISAPPEARANCES  OF  ETHNIC-KURDISH  BUSINESSMEN  EVENTl 

3.15.  (U)  THOUGH  SUCH  RAIDS  INFLICTED  SEVERE  DAMAGE  ON  HIZBULLAH,  THE  ORGANIZATION  CONTINUES  TO  EXIST,  AS  DEMONSTRATED  BY  THE  GOT ' S UNRELENTING 

3.16.  (U)  TURKISH  HIZBULLAH  HAS  NOT  YET  ACTED  AGAINST  U.S.  CITIZENS,  PERSONNEL,  OR  FACILITIES,  OR  AGAINST  THE  TURKISH  STATE,  EXCEPT  IN  REACTION 
CAPTURE  OF  THE  JERUSALEM  WARRIORS 

3.17 . (U)  THE  JERUSALEM  WARRIORS,  WHICH  REPORTEDLY  IS  A SUB-GROUP  OF  A LARGER  GROUP  CALLED  TEVHIT  ("UNITY"  OR  "MONOTHEISM"),  IS  AN  ETHNIC  TURK I £ 
JUDICIAL  RESPONSE  TO  ACTS  OF  TERRORISM  (A) 

3.18.  (U)  TURKEY'S  JUDICIAL  SYSTEM  TAKES  A VIGOROUS  APPROACH  TO  ENFORCING  THE  COUNTRY'S  COUNTERTERRORISM  LAWS.  OF  THE  APPROXIMATELY  150-200  TERF 
STATUS  OF  ABDULLAH  OCALAN ' S CASE 

3.19.  (U)  ON  JUNE  29,  1999,  ANKARA  STATE  SECURITY  COURT  NO.  2 CONVICTED  ABDULLAH  OCALAN  OF  TREASON  UNDER  ARTICLE  125  OF  THE  TURKISH  PENAL  CODE  P 
MAIN  HIZBULLAH  TRIAL 

3.20.  (U)  THOUGH  THERE  ARE  MULTIPLE  COURT  ACTIONS  ARISING  FROM  THE  GOT ' S SUCCESSES  AGAINST  HIZBULLAH,  THE  MAIN  TRIAL  FOR  156  MURDERS  OPENED  IN  J 
JERUSALEM  WARRIORS  TRIAL 

3.21.  (U)  THE  TRIAL  OF  THE  JERUSALEM  WARRIORS  AND  THEIR  ACCOMPLICES  OPENED  IN  ANKARA  ON  AUGUST  14.  17  SUSPECTS  WERE  CHARGED  WITH  VARYING  DEGREES 
EXTRADITIONS  INVOLVING  SUSPECTED  TERRORISTS  (B) 

3.22 . (U)  IN  2000  THERE  WERE  NO  EXTRADITIONS  ON  TERRORISM-  RELATED  CHARGES  FROM  TURKEY  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES.  LIKEWISE,  THERE  WERE  NO  SUCH  EXTRA! 
IMPEDIMENTS  TO  PROSECUTION  OR  EXTRADITION  (C) 

3.23.  (U)  FOR  A VARIETY  OF  REASONS,  TURKEY  HAS  LONG  FACED  DIFFICULTY  IN  THE  EXTRADITION  OF  SUSPECTED  TERRORISTS  FROM  OTHER  COUNTRIES.  SYRIA,  IRP 

3.24.  (U)  A KEY  IMPEDIMENT  TO  EXTRADITIONS  OF  TERRORIST  SUSPECTS  FROM  EUROPE  IS  TURKEY'S  LEGAL  PROVISION  FOR  CAPITAL  PUNISHMENT,  EVEN  THOUGH  A E 

3.25.  (U)  ONE  HIGH-PROFILE  EXAMPLE  OF  A EUROPEAN  REFUSAL  TO  EXTRADITE  A SUSPECT  SOUGHT  BY  TURKEY  WAS  THE  CASE  OF  FEHRIYE  ERDAL.  ERDAL,  A MEMBER 

3.26.  (U)  TURKISH  MINISTRY  OF  JUSTICE  OFFICIALS  REPORT  THAT  THEY  HAVE  REQUESTED  EXTRADITIONS  OF  SUSPECTED  PKK,  DHKP/C,  AND  OTHER  TERRORISTS  FRO* 

RESPONSES  OTHER  THAN  PROSECUTION  (D) 

3.27 . (U)  PRESIDENT  SEZER,  PRIME  MINISTER  ECEVIT,  FOREIGN  MINISTER  CEM,  CHIEF  OF  THE  TGS  GENERAL  HUSEYIN  KIVRIKOGLU,  AND  FORMER-PRESIDENT  DEMIRE 


GOVERNMENT  SUPPORT  FOR  TERRORISM  (F) 


128.  (U)  THE  GOT  CONSISTENTLY  AND  STRONGLY  OPPOSES  BOTH  DOMESTIC  AND  INTERNATIONAL  TERRORISM.  TURKEY  DOES  NOT  VIEW  ITS  MAINTENANCE  OF  DIPLOMAT! 


STATEMENTS  SUPPORTING  TERRORIST-SUPPORTING  COUNTRIES  (G) 

129.  (U)  THE  GOT  MADE  NO  PUBLIC  STATEMENTS  IN  2000  IN  SUPPORT  OF  TERRORIST-SUPPORTING  COUNTRIES  ON  TERRORISM  ISSUES. 

SIGNIFICANT  CHANGES  IN  ATTITUDE  TOWARD  TERRORISM  (H) 

130.  (U)  TURKISH  OFFICIALS,  IN  THEIR  PUBLIC  STATEMENTS,  CONTINUE  TO  LABEL  THE  FIGHT  AGAINST  TERRORISM  AS  ONE  OF  THE  GOT ' S TOP  SECURITY  PRIORITI 
U.S.  COUNTERTERRORISM  EFFORTS  AND  INITIATIVES  (I) 

131.  (U)  CLOSE  U.S. -TURKISH  COOPERATION  CONTINUES  TO  BE  STRENGTHENED  BY  14  YEARS  OF  TURKISH  PARTICIPATION  IN  THE  STATE  DEPARTMENT'S  ANTI-TERROF 

132.  (U)  TURKEY  COOPERATES  WITH  THE  UNITED  STATES  IN  ITS  EFFORTS  TO  COMBAT  TERRORISM  IN  CENTRAL  ASIA.  IN  JUNE  2000,  A GOT  OBSERVER  ATTENDED  A C 

COOPERATION  - INVESTIGATIONS  AND  PROSECUTIONS  (J) 

133.  (U)  THE  MUTUAL  LEGAL  ASSISTANCE  TREATY  BETWEEN  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  TURKEY,  WHICH  ENTERED  INTO  FORCE  IN  JANUARY  1981,  GOVERNS  INVESTIGATI 

134.  (U)  IN  1999  THE  USG  REQUESTED  AND  RECEIVED  INFORMATION  RELATED  TO  THE  INVESTIGATION  INTO  THE  ATTEMPTED  DHKP/C  ROCKET  ATTACK  ON  THE  U.S.  CC 

135.  (U)  OVERALL,  IN  THE  LAST  FIVE  YEARS,  THE  GOT  HAS  WORKED  CLOSELY  WITH  THE  USG  IN  THE  APPREHENSION,  CONVICTION,  AND  PUNISHMENT  OF  THOSE  RESE 
[INFORMATION  FOR  THE  REPORT'S  CLASSIFIED  ANNEX] 

136.  (S)  IN  2000  THERE  WAS  ONE  EXTRADITION  FROM  TURKEY  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES  INVOLVING  AN  INDIVIDUAL  WITH  SUSPECTED  TERRORIST  CONNECTIONS  WHO  H2 
COOPERATION  - PREVENTION  (K) 

137.  (U)  THE  GOT  PROVIDES  THE  USG  AND,  IN  PARTICULAR,  U.S.  SECURITY  OFFICERS  IN  TURKEY  WITH  UP-TO-DATE  INFORMATION  REGARDING  TERRORIST  GROUP  OE 
[INFORMATION  FOR  THE  REPORT'S  CLASSIFIED  ANNEX] 

138.  (S)  IN  THE  LAST  MONTHS  OF  2000,  U.S.  FACILITIES  IN  TURKEY  WERE  SUBJECT  TO  ALMOST  WEEKLY  TERRORIST  THREATS.  IN  PARTICULAR,  INCIRLIK  AIR  BAS 

139.  (S)  IN  OTHER  ASPECTS  OF  COOPERATION  AND  PREVENTION,  THE  GOT ' S COOPERATION  HAS  BEEN  OUTSTANDING.  THE  GOT  HAS  RESPONDED  IN  A POSITIVE  AND  FC 

140.  (S)  IN  NOVEMBER  2000,  THE  TURKS  PROVIDED  EXCEPTIONAL  ASSISTANCE  TO  U.S.  INTELLIGENCE  BY  ARRESTING  A USAMA  BIN  LADEN  LIEUTENANT  WHO  ATTEMPT 
PEARSON 


